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In the epidermis, immunohistochemistry is an efficient means of localizing specific proteins to their relative expression compartment; namely the
basal, suprabasal, and stratum corneum layers. The precise localization within the epidermis of a particular protein lends clues toward its functional
role within the epidermis. In this chapter, we describe a reliable method for immunolocalization within the epidermis modified for both frozen and
paraffin sections that we use very routinely in our laboratory. Paraffin sections generally provide much better morphology, hence, superior results
and photographs; however, not all antibodies will work with the harsh fixation and treatment involved in their processing. Therefore, the protocol for
frozen sectioning is also included. Within paraffin sectioning, two fixation protocols are described (Bouin's and paraformaldehyde); the choice of
fixative will be directly related to the antibody specifications and may require another fixing method.

Video Link

The video component of this article can be found at https://www.jove.com/video/552/

Protocol

The complete text protocol for this experimental approach is available in Springer Protocols.
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