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1. Remove eggs from incubator


Profi rotating incubator


Maintain at 37° Degrees with relative humidity set above 60%


Remove the eggs; turn eggs 90° so that the large base lies horizontal  

2. Swab eggs to sterilize 


Saturate a stack of non-sterile gauze with 70% ethanol 


Use two-three pieces to swab up to 5 eggs.  Discard when the gauze is soiled. 

3. Preparing albumen removal site

Place a 2cm2 piece of 3M plastic tape just left of the base to protect the area where the albumin will be drawn out.

4. Removal of albumen


Use the point of a pair of scissors to make a small hole in the middle of the tape.

Using a 10cc syringe with an18 gauge, 1½ inch needle, slowly drill the needle through the hole made by the scissors. 

Drive the needle down at a 45° angle towards the bottom of the egg.

Tilt the needle towards the center and draw up 3 to 4mL of albumen.

5. Windowing 

Cut a 3 x 3” piece of plastic tape and stretch it to fit on the top of the egg.  Extend the corners of the square around the rounded ends of the horizontal surface of the eggs, being careful not to pull too hard.  Pull the tape so that it is tight against the surface of the eggs with no folds.  

Using a pair of sharp-straight 4” dissection scissors, twist a hole into the bottom center of the area where the tape was placed.  Slowly guide the lower blade of the scissors into the egg being sure to keep the tips up against the inside of the shell.  Direct the blade towards the base and slowly begin to cut the shell.  Proceed in a counter-clockwise fashion, stopping just before reaching the top center.  Remove the scissors and repeat going in the opposite direction until only a small bit of the egg remains attached.  Check to be sure the egg is fertilized.  Shut the window.

6. Closing, reopening and sealing the egg.

Cut a 2-3” long ½” wide piece of plastic tape and shut the window so it fits back into the hole that was cut.  Take another 2cm2 piece of tape and seal the hole from which the egg was drained.  Use a pair of forceps to reopen the egg to do any manipulations.  When you’re ready to return the eggs to the incubator, cut a piece of tape that is large enough to seal the window and cover the entire horizontal surface of the egg. 

