 Animal Number:
Animal Neurological Score Sheet
	Control 
Post op Day 0,1,2,3
	
	 
	 
	 
	Score Standards
	Details / comments

	 Time points
	6h
	10h
	14h
	18h
	22h
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Body temperature monitoring (rectal), °C 
	
	
	
	
	
	*
	1x/day or more in case of problem (Ex. Suspicion of infection, Suspicion of Hypothermia)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Neurological status
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	Normal stand and gait, normal spinal reflexes

	
	
	0.5
	Hemiparesis, ataxia
	
	
	0.5
	Hemiparesis, tetra-paresis, ataxia 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.2
	Recumbent, intermittent extensor rigidity

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Level of consciousness
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	Awake or effortlessly awaked. Responsive to environment

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.5
	Depressed, capable of responding, but the response may be inappropriate

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1.2
	Comatose, unresponsive to repeated noxious stimuli

	Total “neurological” Score 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*By Temperature <37.5°C or >39.5°C take contact with the veterinarian in charge.
Summarized neurological score and corresponding actions:	0:	best score, no action required
0.5-1:	Take contact with the veterinarian in charge
≥ 1.2  	Immediate euthanasia 


Animal Pain Score Sheet

	Respiratory rate
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	30-60 breath/min

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.2
	60- 80 breath/min

	
	
	
	
	
	
	0.4
	>80 breath/min

	Mobility/Movements
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,0
	Moves normally

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,2
	Moves under Solicitation, Pain apparent

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,4
	Immobile, limping, dragging forward

	Behaviour
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,0
	Normal, active, curious

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,2
	Quiet, moves under solicitation

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,4
	Immobile, uninterested, huddled

	Feeding
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,0
	Eats normally

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,2
	Doesn’t eat, drinks, eats special food (Nutridrink)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0,4
	Doesn’t eat, doesn’t drink, dehydrated

	Weight* 1x pro day
	
	0,0
	Stable or increasing

	
	 
	0,2
	Reduction of 5-9% in 24h

	 
	 
	0,8
	Reduction of 10% or more in 24h

	Total “Pain” Score 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Administered medication
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Signature
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Summarized pain-score and corresponding actions:
0:	best score, no action required
0.2:	- Removal of potential extern disturbing factors and new evaluation after 10-15 min. 
- If no amelioration: administration of Methadone 0.2mg/kg (bodyweight) s.c
	- If the score of 0.2 is due to an abnormal feeding (eats only specific food like Nutridrink): Administration of Ranitidine or Pantoprazole (2-5 mg/kg; 8-12h per os) and Metoclopramide (0.2-0.5 mg/kg; 4-8h s.c).

0.4: 	- Removal of potential extern disturbing factors and new evaluation after 10-15 min. 
- If no amelioration: administration of Methadone 0.2mg/kg (bodyweight) s.c and re-control with scoresheet after 10-15 min
- Offer special food (Herbivore) and water into the cage
- If no amelioration: take contact with the veterinarian in charge to discuss further measures.
 ≥ 0.6: 	- Administration of methadone 0.2mg/kg (bodyweight) s.c
- Offer special food (Herbivore) and water into the cage
- Control the animal every 15 min during 1 hour.
- If no amelioration: take contact with the veterinarian in charge to discuss further measures. Euthanasia will be discussed after performing all possible veterinary measures and in the case of no possible amelioration.
≥ 1.2  	- Euthanasia
* The percentage refers to the body weight at the operation day.

In case the rabbits do not drink and eat spontaneously in the first 24 hours after the surgery, they will be offered specific food (rabbit recovery liquid feed) through feeding syringes at all observation time points.

References: - Weaver LA et al.: A model for clinical evaluation of perioperative analgesia in rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus). J Am Assoc Lab Anim Sci. 2010 Nov;49(6):845-51.
- Guidelines for the Assessment and Management of Pain in Rodents and Rabbits, American college of Laboratory Animals medicine  (https://www.aclam.org/Content/files/files/Public/Active/position_pain-rodent-rabbit.pdf)
