Simplified training protocols

Contextual conditioning/habituation
(Monday to Friday; 15 minutes daily per group of 6–7 animals)

	Step
	Definition

	1
	The trainer softly talks to the rabbits.

	2
	The trainer offers palatable food rewards.

	3
	The trainer moves the reward bowl filled with palatable food towards the rabbits and lets them eat from it.

	4
	The trainer gently touches the rabbits in the area of the neck, shoulders, back, and rump without restraining them.



Introducing the clicker
Goal behavior: Approach the trainer and eat the reward from the bowl after the click.
(1–2 days)

	Step
	Definition

	1
	The trainer lets the rabbit approach.

	2
	The trainer clicks once and moves the reward bowl towards the rabbit (referred to as click & treat or C & T).

	3
	The trainer repeats step 2 ten times.

	4
	The trainer repeats the steps 1–3 on the following day if a rabbit did not eat the food reward after the click for at least eight times.



Following the target
[bookmark: _Hlk118625740]Goal behavior: Follow and touch the target with nose/mouth.

	Step
	Definition

	1
	Touching target placed in close distance to nose/mouth.

	2
	Moving head towards target placed at different spots.

	3
	Stretching towards target.

	4
	Making one hop towards target.

	5
	Making a variable number of hops (2, 1, 2, 3, 2) while nose/mouth stay in close distance to the moving target.

	6
	Moving through corridor between the two objects while nose/mouth stay in close distance to the moving target.

	7
	Entering training arena while nose/mouth stay in close distance to the moving target.






Weighing
Goal behavior: Stay on the weighing scale for at least one second.

	Step
	Definition

	1
	Approaching scale.

	2
	Stepping on scale with front paws.

	3
	Stretching over scale while front paws are placed onto it.

	4
	Stepping on scale with front and hind paws. 

	5
	Sitting on scale for a variable amount of time (after 0.5, 1.0, 2.0, 0.5, 1.0 seconds).



Entering transport box 
Goal behavior: Entering and leaving the transport box.

	Step
	Definition

	1
	Approaching box.

	2
	Entering box with front paws.

	3
	Entering box with front and hind paws.

	4
	Staying in box while the door is closed.

	5
	Staying in box while it is closed and lifted.

	6
	Leaving box after it was opened.



Rearing
Goal behavior: Place front paws on palm of the hand while rearing.

	Step
	Definition

	1
	Stretching upwards while all paws stay on the ground.

	2
	Lifting front paws off the ground.

	3
	Placing front paws onto the trainer’s hand.



Jumping on lap
Goal behavior: Jump onto the trainer's lap and remain seated while being touched.

	Step
	Definition

	1
	Approaching trainer.

	2
	Placing front paws onto trainer’s lap.

	3
	Stretching over trainer’s lap.

	4
	Placing front and hind paws onto trainer’s lap.

	5
	Accepting strokes on the body. 

	6
	Accepting strokes on the ears.

	7
	Accepting ears to be grasped.

	8
	Accepting strokes on front and hind paws.

	9
	Accepting front and hind paws to be lifted. 



